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PROCESSED LIME (POWDERED LIME)

Summary for Investors

Powdered lime manufacturing is another industry with high potential for growth. For lime is a
significant seasoning used in a large number of Thai food and beverages. With abundant limes during their
season, making powdered lime for use during the non-season period is definitely fruitful as the non-season
period when limes are hard to find and have expensive prices is as long as 7 months. Powdered lime market is
quite broad, covering both general consumers and processed food factories that produce such items as instant
noodle seasoning, seasoning powder, and food seasoning in various forms. Besides, it can be exported,
especially to Thailand’s neighboring countries where food and climate is similar to Thailand, and so is the
period when fresh limes are out of season. The U.S. and European markets, on the contrary, demand
powdered lime for lime beverages making.

There is only one powdered lime manufacturer currently — Food mixes Group Co., Ltd., which also
produces other powdered beverages; e.g., pine apple, grape, guava, and lichee, etc.

Channels of distribution used are supermarkets and convenient stores. The price is around Baht 12
for a 10-gram sizing. Direct selling to processed food factories is at Baht 120-130 per kilogram.

Manufacturing and investment costs around Baht 17.5 million for a factory with 160 ton-per-year
capacity. 80% of investment is on fixed asset, mostly on factory and machinery; including Colloid Mill and
Spray Dryer, which have high prices. The rest 20% is for operation, of which more than half is manufacturing
current cost; e.g., utility and packaging. Raw material cost is relatively low as the limes is purchased during
the season when they are cheap and over-supplied. The price is around Baht 25-35 for 100 limes.
Manufacturing 1 kilogram of powdered lime costs approximately Baht 200 (excluding marketing and
packaging costs), but this amount of limes can be sold for Baht 800 per kilogram.

The investment capital case of 17.5 Million Baht., with the production and sales volume of 162 ton
per month and unit price is ~ 130 Baht / Kg, the net profit on sales is ~ 10 %, Within 5 years of investment
which can increase production and sale volume ~ 10% in each year, the internal rate of return (IRR) is
expected ~3.11 %

Any interested persons can consult and ask for production techniques from Biological Science
Division, Department of Science Service, which has done research and development on powdered lime, at
phone number 0-2201-7180. For food registration, please contact the Food and Drugs Administration office at

phone number 0-2590-7179.
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